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Another special year
year is special at The Crossley Heath School but 2014 has been particularly memorable.
E
Looking back over 2014, this has been a year of heritage, history and tradition as we
celebrated 150 years of education in the Crossley and Porter building. But, of course, our
very

present-day school has another strong thread of history because in 1985, Crossley and Porter
merged with Heath Grammar School, founded by Dr John Favour, Vicar of Halifax, in 1600.
During the course of 2014, I have learned so much about
the origins of the school and feel even more strongly
that I am a custodian, here for a short period of time,
playing my part in keeping the school secure for the
future.

Friday, 25 September 2015 Reunion Dinner at
Heath RUFC, West Vale, Halifax 6.45pm AGM
7 for 7.45pm Reunion Dinner
Dress: Lounge suits/smart casual.
£17 per person payable to HOBA via Jon Hamera
Mob: 07770 697176/Duncan Turner.

The birthday gave us a wonderful opportunity to come
together as a community and enjoy many activities. I
shall always remember climbing the precarious stairs
into the clock tower and actually writing my name on
the wall alongside the names of Head Boys from the
past. We have deposited a time capsule in the tower,
hidden from view, which we hope will be discovered
in 100 years or more. Our students carried out a great
deal of research and produced a history timeline, charting key events during 150 years. They climbed to the
top of Wainhouse Tower and we had a lovely picnic
in the school grounds on a sunny evening in June. I
have been in contact with Lord Somerleyton, descendant of the Crossley family, to ask if he would like to
become a patron of the school. I am delighted that he
has agreed, expressing a keen interest in supporting our
fund-raising activities in the near future.

a Click

on the magenta text for the link or email address.

In a world where it seems harder than ever for children
to be happy, where bullying is inescapable because of
social media, where Childline gets more calls of distress
than ever before — as a school we have an important
role to play. I am proud to lead a school which provides
a place where children can grow up safely, can enjoy
wonderful opportunities to learn, to travel and have
fun, stepping out into the future with confidence and a
true understanding of those things in life which really
matter.
I hope you enjoy reading this edition of your magazine.
I wish you all well and look forward to seeing some of
you at the annual dinner in September.
Wendy Moffatt
Headteacher

The annual Prize-giving evening held in December in
the sports hall was once again an opportunity to celebrate the success of our students. There was much
to celebrate. Yet again, GCSE results were impressive and we featured highly in the league tables, being placed at 23rd nationally and the top-performing
school in the north of England. As guest speaker, we
welcomed an ex-student, who has forged a very successful career in Human Reproductive Science, Dr Jackson
Kirkman-Brown. We enjoyed listening to some interesting stories about his school days, as well as learning more about his exciting and ground-breaking work
in human fertility. It is the first time that references
to sperm have featured so strongly in a formal school
event!

Postscript We have just found out that we have been
successful in our bid for funding to develop a new Sixth
Form Centre. This is fantastic news and will allow
us to develop facilities, which our students deserve.
The money we have been allocated covers the building only so please check the school website for details
about how you can support our fund-raising project to
equip and furnish the building. We are asking all students, parents, alumni and friends of the school to help
us achieve the goal of a fully-furnished, ICT-equipped
centre which will support student learning and create
an attractive study and social space. Please contact
me at the school if you can help in any way.

1

Some aspects of the life of Alan Brearley
aspects of the life of Alan Brearley arose out of a project by Havishma Sreedharala, a
S
pupil at Crossley Heath School, in which she engaged in a number of question and answer
sessions with Alan and, with the addition of photographs and support from Calderdale College,
ome

turned the results into a collection of Alan’s memories.
It is not a biography or even an autobiography but of those he came into contact with and his fondness
rather memories collected under various headings.
for cats along with much more fascinating information
about his life.
We learn that he had intended to go to university but a
serious accident to his father made him take a job with
Baldwin and Walker before moving on to George Ingham and then to the Wool Industry Research Association. There he stayed fourteen years, gaining his London University external BSc degree, and then moved on
to Huddersfield Technical College and later Dewsbury
and Batley Technical and Art College.
We learn about his wife, Rhoda, how he was mistaken
for a Director of Halifax Town, his views on many
Copies will be available at the Reunion Dinner or can be ordered from Lynne Sharples, Crossley Heath School,
Savile Park, Halifax HX3 0HG for a donation (minimum £2) to kitting out the new Sixth Form Centre.

Annual Reunion Dinner 2014
19th September 2014 around 50 Old Boy’s gathered at West Vale for the traditional dinner
O
and get-together. Following the AGM the entertainment began as Old Boy’s scrummaged
hard to ensure prime positions were secured at the dining tables. The Latin grace was read in
n

his inimitable style by Jim Farrell. An excellent repast of cream of tomato soup; roast beef,
Yorkshire pudding, with all the trimmings, followed by apple crumble and school custard with
a cheese board to complete the fare was served to all.
This year we were privileged to have not two but three
guest speakers, whose eloquence interspersed the other
events. Wendy Moffat was well placed to report on the
excellent achievements of the school as well as telling
the captive audience of her typical day as Head of such
a great and historic school.
Next up was Carol Lomas, Head of Saville Park junior school, which is moving into our school building in
2014. She announced that the school had been granted
Grade 2 Listed Status and delighted the gathering with
a ‘picture paint’ walk through of the school as it will
look with her school children in place.
The third speaker, however, proved to be the star turn
in the diminutive shape of Ian Baldwin. Former scrum
half Baldwin rejected the step ladders he was offered
to deliver his speech as he regaled us with outrageously
melodramatic stories from his first day at Heath to
his last. These involved lurid dramatisations of incidents within the school environment, with involuntary
audience participation, even involving the removal of
trouserings at one point. Unforgettable! This was one
of the most powerful and affecting presentation we have

ever heard, and the applause for Ian reflected this.
This year’s raffle, with a plethora of prizes donated by
Jaz Chatta and Jon Hamer, produced a record sum of
donations to be used for worthy causes throughout the
year. Socialising continued late into the evening, and
an excellent time was had by all in the largest turn out
for many a year. Thanks to our committee for organising the event.
Those attending included: Smith, Greenwood, Martin,
Halliday, Potter, Farrell, Charnock, Robertshaw,
Dixon, Stolleryx4, Hoggard, Davy, Ward, Mason, Baigent, Turner, Russell, Broughton, Denwood, Orlic, Hamer, Scholefield, Brearley, Marrion, Shackleton, Hynes, Hudson, Taylor, Burton,
Sumner, Hinchcliffe, Bingham, Holden, Wasylyw,
Morley, Edwards, Stansfield, Keenan, Bunch,
Hobson, Eastwood.
The keynote speaker for the 2015 Reunion Dinner has
already been secured in the form of Rob Sumner. So
book early and get those bread rolls sharpened and
ready to throw in September 2015.
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Figure 1: Last man standing (some time after 1am)

Heath XV-v-Halifax RUFC Magpies: 16 November 2014
excellent Heath RUFC XV entertained the Halifax RUFC Magpies Mixed Ability team at
A
West Vale on the above date — to the great enjoyment of all the players and spectators as
both sides committed themselves admirably to the game.
n

The Magpies have been playing together now for over
12 months during which time their skills have advanced
significantly under the guidance of their coach, Stuart
Hill, and his support staff of Phil. Naylor, “Samba” Michaels and Gareth Hughes — all under the watchful
eyes of the RFO Regional Development Officer, Hamish Pratt, and Community Coach, Chris Stone.

abilities against local sides and with an eye to possible participation in a Mixed Ability World Tournament planned for 2015.
Heath Old Boys Association (old boys of the former
Heath Grammar School) has very generously made
an award of £500 to encourage and develop this initiative and the pictures mark the occasion with the
HOBA Vice Chairman/Secretary, Jon Hamer, (the
former Bradford Northern RL prop) handing over the
cheque to coach Stuart Hill (see page 4).

The team, which comprises, in part, players with a
measure of physical or learning difficulty and, in part,
able bodied players, is looking to test their growing

HOBA Bowling Challenge 2015 (Russell Smith Memorial Trophy)
Sunday, 10th May 2015, the ninth annual Old Boys bowls tournament, for the Russell
O
Smith Memorial trophy, was contested at Green Royd. The conditions were blustery but
mild and dry, ideal for the occasion. As last year, the turnout was disappointing, with six pairs
n

competing in a complex format.
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Figure 2: Presentation to the Magpies: Jon Hamer hands over the cheque to Stuart Hill
The contestants were: J. Farrell and A. Baigent;
J. T. Bunch and A. Hobson; J. Robertshaw and
C. Greenwood; G. P. Smith and P. Marrion; J. Hamer
and M. Gostridge; M. Bingham and R. Eastwood.
Early on it was hard to separate the pairs, with the
standard of bowling being incredibly high. Hamer and
Gostridge had a huge victory and looked to be well on
their way to the final.

Unlike last year, the final proved a bit of a damp squib.
Bunch and Hobson took an early lead and never looked
like relinquishing it. J. T. Bunch made tactical use of
the jack and his knowledge of the green to reinforce
his own strengths and, ably supported by his partner,
swept to a comprehensive 11–2 victory. The presentations and somewhat uncouth speeches were followed by
the traditional buffet and socialising, enjoyed by all.

The veterans Bingham and Eastwood had been soundly
thrashed by everyone, but came good with a nail-biting
win against Smith and Marrion. However, in the end Thanks to Jon Hamer for once again organising the
it was the reliable Bunch and the tricky Hobson who event.
had made it into the final against last year’s winners,
Rod Eastwood
Farrell and Baigent.
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Figure 3: A motley bunch

HOBA vs Old Crossleyans Bowls Tournament 2015
23rd June at Green Royd, a motley bunch of Old Heathens met
O aSunday
motley bunch of Old Crocs to compete for the second annual traditional
n

bowls challenge match for the prestigious Bowling Challenge Trophy.
After the stimulating team-talks the match itself was a memorable victory.
bit of an anti-climax. The teams lined up as follows:
• For Heath: Bunch and Hobson; Bingham and
Robertshaw; Greenwood and Dixon; Roper and
Sumner; Gostridge and Baigent.
• For the Crocs:
Squire and M. Reynolds;
Mitchell and Dunn; T. Knowles and Hinchcliffe;
G. Knowles and Baker; Ingham and Wood.
The Crocs took an early 4–6 lead, and never looked
like relinquishing it. G. Knowles and Baker had a stunning 11–1 Victory which symbolised the Crocs performance. There was widespread rejoicing as Greenwood
and Dixon won one 4–3, whilst Bunch and Hobson posted a convincing 8–0 win. However, at the half-way
stage Crossleys led by 8–3 and pulled further ahead to
complete a crushing 16½–8½ victory, so retaining the
impressive trophy for another year. All the ‘enemy’ The buffet and chance to reminisce were enjoyed by
bowled well whilst for us Bunch and Hobson stood out. all. We were delighted to have the ever-present supIt has to be mentioned in mitigation that Heath was port of John Davey and also David Robinson who was
lacking the services of such star bowlers as J. Farrell. at Heath in the l930s and was able to confirm that
G. P. Smith and J. Hamer whose combined talents must Founder’s Day probably only started in the mid-1940s
have made a difference, whilst the proven pairing of when W. R. Swale became Head. David also amusingly
M. Baxendale and R. Eastwood was inexplicably releg- recalled a classics teacher called Gornall who had a
ated to reserve, perhaps a tactical error. In addition strong Lancashire accent, and who one day said to him,
it was rumoured that, in addition to being members of ‘You there with fair hair, sit square on your chair.’
Green Royd, several of the Crocs team had their own Thanks again to Michael Denton and Jon Hamer for
superior lignum vitae woods. Also, it was noted that organising the event which is now set to become an
the playing surface remained uncut, in order to favour annual event in the calendars of both organisations.
the Crocs style of play. Other than that, there can
be no complaints. Congratulations to Crossleys for a Rod Eastwood
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Founder’s Day: Thursday, 18th June 2015
Thursday, 18th June 2015, around a dozen Heath Old Boys, Wendy Moffat and Karen
O
Lomas, the respective heads of Crossley Heath and Savile Park schools, along with guests
assembled outside Halifax Minster to re-instate the dormant Founder’s Day celebration.
n

The school Charter was granted by Queen Elizabeth I
in 1585. The foundation stone was laid with ceremony on 8th June 1598 and the school opened to pupils in 1600. At this time the Julian calendar was in
use in England; hence, with conversion to the current
Gregorian calendar, it becomes the 18th June.
Proceedings began with a guided tour of the church,
ably led by veteran church warden John Hardy, who
informatively led us through the various flower arrangements, chapels and organs, giving us a potted history
of this building which is part of the very fabric of the
town.
We then attended a short service in the Rokeby chapel,
with readings and prayers.

long, 15 minute pause before the procession, myself standing at the back thinking
what a fine opportunity this would be to
machine-gun the entire school in the back,
as the organ mounts to a gut-wrenching
crescendo. I slip into a side-pew after the
stately, gowned procession. The school is
behaving itself admirably, I must say, bemused and bewildered, but also impressed.
There is the traditional reading, ‘Let us
now praise famous men,’ and the impressive
phrase . . . ‘Compassed about by a cloud of
unseen witnesses’ . . . and the hymns,‘And
did those feet’ . . . and ‘For all the saints.’
The school singing quietly, almost whispering. The choir then sings ‘Non Nobis, Domine.’
The sermon is roughly on the theme of; ‘We
are the hours in the sandwich of time; past,
present and future (if there is one!).’ He
covers the eternal verities in five minutes
flat. Then the Founder’s Collect, which
vicar Harries used to cry out to the sundrenched east window. Then we file out,
moved by the mystery of it all, into the secular, sunlit afternoon, into the hustle and
bustle of the town centre.
G. P. Smith read the passage ‘Let us now praise famous men’ from the book of Ecclesiasticus. J. T. Bunch
gave some details of the worthy Doctor’s life, and how
it was established that Founder’s Day should be held
early in June. A floral tribute was placed at the bust
of the school’s founder and he then read the Founder’s
Collect, the climax of the original service.

Karen Lomas, John Bunch and Wendy Moffat

Many then repaired to a nearby hostelry, The Gundog,
AKA The Sportsman, for liquid refreshment and socialising, with bites and snacks provided by mine host.
It has been 31 years since the last Heath Founder’s
Day celebration but it was felt that the event had been
very worthwhile, and should become an annual feature
of the Old Boys calendar. So Heath Old Boys have
already booked the 2016 ceremony.

Finally, to honour the school’s founder, we congregated
before the time-honoured effigy of Dr Favour. There
R. F. Eastwood read a subjective but hopefully evocative account of the Founder’s Day service in 1984, believed to be the last one held.
Friday, 8th June 1984
It’s the annual Founder’s Day celebration,
so not having a form I’m put in charge
of assembling forms in front of the church
and leading them in. How I relish the opportunity! I am stood there before the
entire school! It is very hot, dark and
cool inside. Give amusing instructions to
P. J. W. about the seating of forms. A

Thanks to John Hardy, the Heads of Crossley Heath
and Savile Park schools for taking time out of their
busy day to attend, and to Jim Farrell, Jon Hamer and
the committee for organising the event.
Rod Eastwood, with additional material by Jim
Farrell.
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Progress Report: recovering the Rolls of Honour from the cellar
The photos below show the state of the cellar in early 2015 and two of the Rolls of Honour.

Memories
WRS Letter April 1983
The letter on page 8 gives a flavour of WRS’ humour and the state of HOBA in the 1980s.
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Figure 4: WRS letter April 1983
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History
George Carter
The following extract from the Heathen 1985 includes a note about the retirement of George
Carter, caretaker.
School notes
There are again numerous staff changes to report. No
fewer than five staff have left the school permanently,
and their departure has necessitated several internal
changes among the staff.
Predominant among the departures has been the retirement of Mr. Crosby after thirteen years as Headmaster. Mr. J. T. Bunch has become Headmaster, while
Mr. J. E. M. Blythe has taken over as Deputy Headmaster. The maths, previously taught by the Headmaster
is now being taken by Mrs. S. Kunc.
Mr. P. A. Keenan, Head of Woodwork and Technical
Drawing since 1971, has departed for the same post
at Catholic High School. He has been succeeded by
Mr. F. T. Taylor, from Underlay Hall School, Kirby
Mr. Carter was replaced by Mr. W. Rorrison, whose son
Lonsdale.
David was, as many will remember, at Heath from
Mr. M. Capelin, Head of P.E. for five years, left us for 1971–8, and is currently working for the Foreign OfHolbrook High School, Ipswich. He was replaced by fice in the Caribbean.
Mr. D. O’Donoghue, but such is the acceleration in the
We again had two Modern Language assistants
recent rate of exchange that Mr. O’Donoghue himself
with us during the year, M. Richard Troyart and
is now on the staff of Todmorden High School. The
H. Geog. Kerkhoff, and thank them for their help.
Head of P.E. is now Mr. D. Brooksby, who comes to
us from the aforementioned school. Observers of the There are, as ever, many annual events which must be
school Honours Boards will no doubt know that Mr. reported.
Prizegiving was held in the Hall on 28th March, when
Brooksby is himself an old boy of Heath.
Mr. J. Walters also left us, and his place in the Eng- prizes were presented by Mr. G. Hyland who claimed
lish department has been filled by Mr. J. Staples, from to have left Heath ten years ago to the day, and
is now a barrister in Huddersfield, and is by his
Hewitt School, Norwich.
own confession ‘Prosperous — i.e. fat and baldThe Heathen wishes all the above success and happi- ing.’ Mr. Hyland praised the prizewinners for their
ness in their new posts.
sometimes-overlooked ‘high achievement and effort’.
We congratulate Dr. Y. Walls and her husband on the There is a full list of prizewinners later.
birth of a second daughter, Louise. We should also like The 388th Commemoration of Founder’s Day was held
to thank Dr. P. Barker, who came from Harrogate High at the Parish Church on Friday, 8th June. The service
School to deputise for Dr. Walls in her absence.
was conducted by the Rev. R .S. Gibson. The sermon
Another familiar face to disappear from the scene at the was preached by the Rev. G. Oakes. Prayers were led
end of the summer term was that of our long-serving by the Rev. M. Y. Turner and the Exhortation was led
caretaker, Mr. G. Carter. George and his wife both re- by the Headmaster. Lessons were read by N. Holden
tired after 28 years’ service to the school. ‘There’s and Mr. M. Hiller. The organiser was Mr. I. Shaw.
never been a dull moment. It was bedlam.’, he is re- Gala Day was held in May and again was a success,
ported as saying. This last sentence, it must be noted, raising £423. Sharman of 1B reports:
refers to the noise level in George’s flat downstairs every
On Saturday, 19th May, the school held its
time the bell rang between lessons. At a retirement
fifth annual gala. The weather was fine,
presentation he was presented, among other gifts, with
which made the day even better. On Cona woolly hat in the school colours. George is, howway’s there was a police car which people
ever, still looking to settle a score with the person who
could sit inside and play with the butstrung the Billy Smart’s Circus banner between the
tons which set off the sirens, and things.
school chimneys a number of years ago.
There was a frisbee kind of game where
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you had to get a frisbee through a hole in
a piece of cardboard, and many other stalls
with games. Calderdale’s gymnastics squad
amazed us with breathtaking skills. The
Army brought a trampoline along, a rifle
range and military badges.
Mayfield Garage put some Fiats and Citroens on show and Mr. Morton had a putting game on the cricket wicket. There
was also a five-a-side soccer competition in
which my team lost to the lower sixth, who
beat us 6–5. We had a four goal start at the
beginning. Inside school there was a power
track, a remote control car game and a computer game. Our own stall for the gala, the
haunted house, raised £33.60p. In the Hall
teas and refreshments were available, with
music provided. There was a place where
you could become a Bachelor of Arts. In the
dining room a giant screen had been rented
so that you could watch the F. A. Cup Final
between Everton and Watford. The five-aside soccer was won by 2B ‘A’ team, and
the day was enjoyed by all who took part.
The Dramatic Society joined with Princess Mary’s Dramatic Society to perform the comedy ‘Romanoff and
Juliet’. Three highly successful performances were
given in the Hall on 5–7th April. The play was directed
by Mr. Mike Ward, and produced by Mr. J. Morton. A
review appears later in the ‘Heathen’.
The Christmas Catalogue scheme this year raised
£400.02p. The coffee morning and Fashion Evening
organised by Mrs. C. Darwin raised respectively £109
and £156, the money being donated to the Hostel.
The inter-form cricket competition at the end of the
summer term was won by 2B, whilst Young Cricketer
of the Year was D. Jeeves of 2A.
The inter-House Athletics was again held in June, and
the Swimming Gala was held in November. Queens
House won the Athletics and Kings the Swimming.
Kings was overall winner of the House Championship.
We would also like to congratulate I. Morrison on being
awarded the title Champion of Champions for his age
group at Karate.
The Old Boys’ Dinner was held on 8th June, at

Holdsworth Hall. Over a hundred members were
present, and were addressed by Mr. W. R. Swale, the
Headmaster, and Mr. K. Ackroyd, who was guest of
honour.
Thanks to Rod Eastwood

Memorials to former Headmasters
Two memorials to former Headmasters can be
found on the north wall of the Minster.
Robert Wilkinson
Sacred to the memory of Robert Wlkinson. Bachelor of
Divinity, the distinguished Headmaster for more than
fifty years of the Grammar School at Skircoat. He lived
for eighty-six years and died in the Year of Grace 1839.
Also to the memory of Sarah his remarkable wife; she
lived for seventy-three years and died in the Year of
Grace 1833. He, more than anyone else, was tireless
and skilful in instructing children: he was a saint. She,
in the domestic care of the pupils, was a uniquely faithful guardian and kindly patroness: she was almost a
mother to them. Since the remains of both of them,
as befits their great love, have been placed in the same
tomb somewhere else, their grateful former pupils have
had this memorial set up out of respectful affection.
Archibald William Reith
In pious memory of Archibald William Reith, Master of
Arts. for more than twenty years a teacher, headmaster and agent of renewal at the ancient Heath Grammar
School. When he took the school into his care in 1887
it had been empty of pupils for a long time and had
even been closed for a period of four years, but with
tireless endeavours and unshaken faith he ran it so diligently that he eventually died in office, being snatched
away by death in the Year of Grace 1908, leaving to his
successors a school outstanding as much for the numbers of its pupils as for the extent of their honours and
above all the courteousness of their manners.
Out of a sense of grief, former pupils. colleagues and
friends have had this memorial set up in the Year of
Grace 1910.
[Kindly provided by David Glover.]

Obituaries
are invited to supplement the information in these obituaries with both facts about
O andboysmemories
of an old boy. Please send any such material to the Editor.
ld
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David Butterworth 1942?–18th June 2015
[Heath 1953–1960?]
John Robert David Butterworth (Sen) died peacefully
at Overgate Hospice, aged 73 years. David, loved and
loving husband of Sheila, father of Richard and Chris,
adored and adoring granddad of Oliver, Chloe, Benjamin and Kika, a dear father in law and a brother to
Charles and Peter. A good friend to many.
David’s final message was, ‘Think of the good times
because there were plenty of them.’

He went on to play leading roles in London at the Royal
Shakespeare Company, the Royal National Theatre,
the English Stage Company and the Mermaid Theatre
Company and as leading man in many West End musicals, plays and revues, such as, John Arden’s The Happy
Haven (Royal Court, 1960), the Keith Waterhouse
and Willis Hall revue England, Our England (Prince’s
Theatre, 1962), James Bernard’s musical Virtue in
Danger (Mermaid Theatre; Strand Theatre, 1963) and
alongside Harry Secombe in Pickwick (Saville Theatre,
1964).

He made his Royal Shakespeare Company début in
1967 in Jose Tirana’s The Criminals, going on to play
Brian Halliwell: 21st June 1929–22nd
Brutus (Julius Caesar, 1968), Leontes (The Winter’s
March 2014
Tale), Andrew Aguecheek (Twelfth Night, 1969) and
the Duke in Measure for Measure (1974). He played
Following the announcement of the death of Brian Hal- in Charles Laurence’s Snap, with Maggie Smith (1974)
liwell in the previous Newsletter, we received the fol- and the thriller Double Edge (1975), before joining Judi
lowing information.
Dench and Derek Jacobi in the short-lived Platforms
company.
Roger Crowther writes: ‘With the passing of Brian
Halliwell the world of horticulture has lost a most
dedicated and influential horticulturist and plantsman.
The son of a master butcher, Brian’s childhood home
was in Manor Drive, Halifax where he lived with his
parents and sister. He attended the local Heath Grammar school. After leaving school he trained at the then
Halifax Parks Department and was, amongst other
things, responsible for the annual display of crocuses
at Savile Park and for massed tree planting in Shibden
and People’s Parks. After a long and illustrious career
in horticulture, he returned to his hometown of Halifax where he joined the local Antiquarian Society and
Historic Buildings Society. Each year, he took pleasure
in attending Halifax Choral Society’s performance of
Handel’s Messiah at Victoria Theatre.’

Barrie Ingham 1932–2015 [Heath
1943–1950?]
Barrie Stanton Ingham was born on February
10, 1932 in Halifax, Yorkshire to Irene (née
Bolton) and Harold Ellis Stead Ingham. He
was educated at Heath Grammar School and
became a Royal Artillery officer.
He made his début with the Library Theatre,
Manchester as a 24-year-old appearing, over two seasons, in Ring Around the Moon, The Tempest, Henry
V, A Streetcar Named Desire and as Fortinbras to John
Neville’s Hamlet.

Sir John Gielgud gave him his Broadway début as Claudio in Much Ado About Nothing. He played in many
Broadway musicals, including Copperfield. His five
Broadway appearances included Camelot (1981–82),
Aspects of Love (1991–92) and a four-year run from
1997 of Jekyll and Hyde. He played Herbie opposite
Angela Lansbury in the London production of Gypsy:
A Musical Fable in 1973 but, when the production
transferred to Broadway, he did not stay with the show.
Other stage work included The American Clock (National Theatre, 1986), The Man Who Came to Dinner (RSC, 1989), King Lear (Ludlow Festival, 1996),
Anything Goes (Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 2003) and
Glorious! (Birmingham Rep and Duchess Theatre,
2005).
He featured in over 200 British and American films
and TV productions. After playing Sejanus in Granada
TV’s The Caesars (1968), he had a short spell as an
ambitious government minister in The Power Game in
1969. In 1971 took the leading role in the series Hine,
as an unscrupulous arms dealer.
He was known for voicing Basil of Baker Street, the
lead character of Disney’s The Great Mouse Detective
(1986), The Day of the Jackal (1973) and Dr Who and
the Daleks (1965).

He also appeared as King Pellinore in the 1981–82 revival of Camelot to critical acclaim. In 1991–92, he appeared in the final cast of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Aspects of Love, opposite Sarah Brightman on Broadway.
His last Broadway outing was in the Broadway musical
There followed two years at London’s Old Vic Theatre, Jekyll & Hyde as Sir Danvers Carew. He opened the
initially as Fortinbras, graduating through several show in 1997 and subsequently stayed for the next four
Shakespeare productions to leading roles as Cecil Far- years until the show closed in January 2001. He was
ringdon (The Magistrate), Lelie (Sganarelle) and Da- also seen, as was the final Broadway cast, in the 2001
mis (Tartuffe).
filmed version of the musical.
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He also acted in Australia, such as in Noël Coward’s
Private Lives, in Sydney in 1976.
He was professor at the University of Texas at Austin,
theatre consultant to Baylor University and is artistic
advisor to the Shakespeare Society of New York. His
two one man shows have played worldwide.
Among the accolades he received were Honorary Associate Artist with the Royal Shakespeare Company,
National Theatre of Great Britain Player, Australian
Theatre Most Distinguished Actor Award, DramaLogue Award for the Best Performance in a Broadway
Musical, Southern California Motion Picture Council
Award.
He met his wife Tarne Phillips in their first theatre jobs
and they married in 1957.
He died on January 23, 2015, two weeks before his 83rd
birthday, at his home in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida.
He is survived by his wife Tarne, daughters Catrin, Liane, Francesca and Mali, and eight grandchildren.

Eric Neil 15 February 1916–8 May 1990

Keith Harry Nixon [Heath 1941–1946]
Sally Corcoran writes:
‘Hi I wonder if you could help I am trying to find some
information for my husband regarding his father who
sadly passed away several years ago. He was a pupil
at Heath Grammar between 1941 and 1946; his name
was Keith Harry Nixon and his date of birth was 11
June 1930. If you could provide any information or
help point us in the right direction I would be most
grateful.
‘Kind Regards’
If you have any information which might help Sally,
please contact the Editor.
Peter Rawson [Heath 1961–66]
In my year I remember David Baines, Keith Rutter,
John Peel, John Eastwood, Podge Robertshaw, John
Lees, John Rowley, Stuart Laycock, Pip Ryley and
John (Rocker) Donaldson — I was at Ilkley sevens in
1961, I think, when Heath won. Any of my school year
out there? — get in touch with me.

BSc Leeds(1939) MB ChB(1942) MD(1944) DSc(1953)
FRCP(1978) Hon MD Ghent(1977)
Eric Neil was born in Maryport, Cumbria, the son of
George Neil MC BSc, an inspector of schools. He attended Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Darlington and
Heath Grammar School, Halifax, before entering Leeds
University where his early flair for physiology was to
determine his career. Following eight years in Leeds
University as demonstrator and lecturer, he moved to
the Middlesex Hospital medical school. In 1956 he succeeded Samson Wright [Munk’s Roll, Vol.V, p.463] in
the John Astor chair of physiology, from which he retired in 1984.

Walter Shackleton 1938?–13th June 2015
[Heath 1949–1956?]
Walter Shackleton died peacefully at Huddersfield
Royal Infirmary, aged 77 years. Walter, loving uncle
of Edward and Fiona, dearly loved great uncle of Josh
and Georgia, much loved cousin of Judith, Philip and
very good friend to many.

Heath Old Boys Association Committee:
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Mob: 07770 697176

Jon Hamer
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J D Turner
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HALIFAX
HX2 7RE
Tel : (01422) 355081
Newsletter Editor and
Website Manager:
John R Hudson
34 Boothtown Road
HALIFAX
HX3 6NE
Members: M Hynes, J Farrell, R Stollery, J T
Bunch, J Charnock, J Davey, A Ellis, J S Robertshaw,
G P Smith; ex-officio Wendy Moffat
The views presented in this Newsletter are the views
of the authors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the HOBA.

Requests for information
Donald Speight Entwistle [Heath late 1930s]
David Harcourt-Smith would like information about
Donald Speight Entwistle who was at the school and
may have gained a University Scholarship which he was
unable to take up as he was called up for service in
WWII. He died recently and David would like help put
together an obituary of his brother in law.
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