THE NEW HEATHEN.

MAGAZINE OF
HEATH GRAMMAR SCHOOL
DEBATING SOCIETY,

HALIFAX,

- ; ————
.

Every Term :: 9d.

‘“ Guardian " Printing Works, George-street, Halifax. l

Lo e = oz el o




TP
* ‘Nﬂ“""*- .? .-

| all‘}-,imthf ] I S b In '-] "
H ol ; § e 1 v nd ' ahl_ .'..

Pliser will be sisd “ '
we reiating 1o OM Bays
- Wl the worlia il

3



4 THE HEATHEN

Wa reevived w visit recently from Mr. A
IL Stocks (left H.G.S. 1000), and were
treated to an instruetive “talk' on life

in Sierra Leone, whare he is Assistant Com- |

missioner.

- - ~ * . %

On 'I‘lwsduy, May 8th, the School was
addressed by Mr, Barclay Baron, on the
subject of “ Toe H," that myserious sym-
bol we now know to stand for o great insti-
tution which is trying to bring o bear on
civilian life those impulses of fellowship
and service which wero bright spots amid
the murk of 1014-18, As yet there is no
established branch of Toe H in Halifax, but
there soon will be, and those who heard
Mr. Baron will then have an opportunity of
bringing forth the fruit of his inspiring dis-
course. Meanwhile, fellowship and sor-
vice are good enough principles for any
community, and particularly for a school,
while a *“ Pessimista’ Emergoney Bxit'" is
the most salutary institution we hove heard

of for some time—if only they would make
use of it.

Congratulations are due to H. P. Jacobs
on being awarded ‘' Distinction ™ in ' His-
tory DPrevious ' at Oxford.

L ] L] L L L J

We wish all success to the Scouts’ tour—
or does one call it a trek®>—in France,
arranged  for the early part of August,
and hope they will all be debarred from
winning prizes for French in the future.

BSHEBPTSHITOVE SRR EFESP

THE SPORTS.
E2D

The Sports were fixed for June 28th, and
the fineness of the weather happily dis-
appointed all expectations.

A pleasing feature was the absenca
of a band, but its place was taken
by Mr. Somers, who, in the character of
a herald, afforded great diversion to all by
the exquisite modulations of his voice. An-
other pleasing innovation was the introduc-
tion of a balloon-seller, who added consid-
erably to the beauty of the scenery, but
did not very successfully perform the
duties of his office, i.e., to sell balloons.

Qreat oxcitoment was provalent gy
a genoral inability to predict ghe
Ludorum, Halliday and Sunderlp
the favourites, and as the partisang i
each claimed extravagant figures fop thejp
heroes' records, nothing really definige Wi
known. Halliday was known (g g
bren in training for several monthg, whilst
Sunderland apparently regarded (he advan.
tages of training as negligible. I jg difti.
cult to say, which policy was justified, as
both received exactly the same number f
points—=29. Iach was therefore proclaimeg
Vietor Ludorum, and the honours wara
equally divided,

ing g,
Vil'l‘.ur

w Qru

The obstacle race would probably have
attracted more competition had its pro.
cise nature been known beforehand i
addition to other difficult feats, the eon.
sumption of a bun and a bottle of ginger
beer with great rapidity proved an .y
hausting, though no doubt appresiated,
test In this noble art, Heath boys djs-
played a very high standard of efficiene.

After the last event, Mrs. Howard Clay
kindly presented the prizes to the suceess-
ful competitors; and the proceedings were
terminated by three cheers that wape
called for by one of the Vietores for Mirs
Clay.

The events and winners were as lojlowe -
Throwing Cricket Ball (open).—1 Wilsin,
A. E.; 2 Radeliffe; 3 Handley, i
tance, 230ft. }in.
Throwing Cricket Ball (under 15) —1
Richards; 2 Ilastwood; 8 Walker ii
I Distance, 199ft.

Long Jump (open).—1 Sunderland: 2

y Ross; 8 Jackson. Distance, 16ft. 2in.

Long Jump (under 15) —1 Smith, S ; 2
Chambers; 8 Richards  Distance, 18ft.

] 104in.

House Relay —1 School; 2 Queen's.

Potato Race (under 15) —1 Smith, S.; 2
Titterington ; 3 Seed.

Sack Race (Junior School).—1 Whiteley:
2 Lewin; 8 Stead.

High Jump (under 15).—1 Richards, 2
Smith, S.; 8 Eastwood  Height, 1t
2in.

Three-legged Race (Junior Schoal) —1 Bis
combe and Price:
Dyson; 3 Whiteley and Wilde,

2 Shepherd ond
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| Malliday ; 2 Sundcor

de (open

]l"l \';I:I 3 Si].il.l\'lnlltl.
Inm\:m»-'- (un:lt‘t' 16).—1 Archer; 2
{ 3 b, A
23“'1131.1111“-‘1'-“‘: 3 B sl Todgson ; 2
o s (Junior Sehool).—1 Hodgson;
o vords iies |
IPA L o (under 15),——1.1\{158 Byrde ;
gjsters R Price; 3 Miss Biscomb.
2 M]h:m,(i (Ulwn).——l Naylor and Aske,
legg =4 Wood: 8, Lockwood

nt ".t"
Three 9 Sawdon and

\. : -
and (J]mmhulm

il (open) —1 Halliday ; 2 Hand'ey
U » (Junior School).—1 Crapnell
] 'I{igr'ﬂlllh,

o (Upl"l'l.).—-—] Smith, S aat

Fa
Potato Race
9 Gart h;

stacle Race QR
Oh(‘nmptnn i 8 Saw don.

qse Relay (Junior School) . — Heath ;
Hl-; Queen’s; 3 School.

¢.mile Handicapi==l1 Handley (scr.); 2
Hall '™ (@5); 8 Nottleton (80):
der 15).—1 Naylor and

Three-legged (W

”]ll‘!:.,hllitr iii.: 2 Hodgson and Wood; 38
Walker ii. and Gartside.

440 Yards [nlu-lﬂ,-—l Halliday ; 2 Sunder-
land ; 8 Radeliffe.

(Junior School).—1
3 Biscomb.

Obstacle King; 2,
Ba rrasford ;

Sack Race (open).—1 Robinson; 2 Comp-
ton i.; 3 Aske NS

High Jump (open).—1 Strickland ; 2 Rass;
8 Sunderland.

100 Yards (under 15).—1 Chambers; 2
Archer: 3 Seed.
Sisters’ Race (open).—1 Miss Rose Price;
9 Miss Byrde; 3 Miss Holroyd. y
220 Yards (open).—1 Sunderland’ 2
Halliday ; 8 Radcliffe.

Tug of War—1 Queen’s; 2 School.

0ld Boys’ Race.—1 J. G. Coghling 2
Halliday.

BEEHIHEHETISTSITREEHS

PRIZE COMPETITIONS,
S8D

.. The competitions announced in our last
issue have attracted an unprecedented
paucity of entries. We can only sup-
Pose that this is°due to the many and

various atbractiong of summer, which cubt
short our leisure for sedentary occupations,
But in the confident expectation of a
literary renaissance towards the close of
the outdoor season, we have decided to
keep this Competition open till next term,
when we shall hope to receive a large crop
of MSS. Now that our seaside resorts
are awaking to their responsibilities in the
way of compulsory amusement for their
patrons, our hitherto dull and lifeless sum-
mer holidays should become charged with
incident providing matter for prose and
verge in abundance.

Take notice, then, that our prizes are
offered, as previously announced, for—

1.—A Narrative Poem, in not more than
than 200 lines.

II.—A Parody of a Prose Author.
III.—A Short Story.

Rules as usual, Closing date will be
announced in due course.

SHEIEEHEFISETELEEEEETS

‘¢ PUBLIC SCHOOL VERSE.™
&89 :

We have received the following letter
from the REditors of the above-named

anthology— -

 Dear Sir,—

The Editors of ‘* Public School Verse
would be grateful if you could bring the 1ol-
lowing facts to the notice of your readers as
soon as possible:—

“ Public School Verse, Vol. Ill." price
36, can be obtained from all booksellers.

Contributions for Vol. IV. should be
posted before November 30th, 1923, to—

The Editors of “Public School Verse."
C/o The Holywell Press, Oxford.

Only those may contribute who are mow at
school, or who did not leave before March of
this year; in the latter cases the verses sub-
mitted must have been written before leaving.

If competitors desire their verses returned
in case of rejection, they must enclose witil
them a stamped and addressed envelope of
sufficient size.

It is hoped that the Editors will again re-
ceive the invalu@ble assistance, in their task

i a representative coileel.ion, whica

of securing
has hitherto been rendered by many masteZs
and boys at schools throughout the country.

It is intended for the first time (o include
work from schools in the Dominions as well
as those in Great Britain and Ireland.
MARTIN GILKES.
RIOCHARD HUGHES,

P. H, B, LYON;

1]
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" Publie School Vorse," Vol TIT. (1921-
1922) s a small velume containing some
thirty poems, written, as the above letter
indicates, by boys at school, Twenty
schools are represented, and the term,
“Public School ™ s, happily, understood
in its widest, not its narrowest, sense. The
Editors, in the preface, ‘‘appeal to critics
to discuss this serles with charity, but
without condescension, from the point of
view of its effect on the appreciation and
creation of English verse in our schools,
and not to dismiss it with an impatient
shrug as one more addition to the floods
of immature production.”

Without aspiring to the title of * eritic,'
Wo may venture to state our opinion, that,
from both the points of view suggested,
tho publication of this series of anthologies
15 a most excellent and deserving enter-
prise, and though it caertainly is “an addi-
tion to the floods of immature production, '
we plead not guilty of the impatient ghrug,
for though not every tadpole lives to be a
frog, there is no frog but must admit to
having once been a tadpole.

We do, however, complain of an un-
natural, and, to our mind, unhealthy pre-
ponderance of the ‘introspective’ and often
too vaguely ° reflective ' type of poetry, at
the expense of the purer music of narra-
tive and description, which would seem to
frll more appropriately, and with a truer
ring, from youthful lips. We confess, in
fact, to a feeling of relief on reaching the
following specimen, trivial as it 18, towards
the end of the book—

Across the gaily chequered downs I walched
the sunlight lie,

On harley fields and clover fields, from Bab-
raham to Qu;r,

Where, rising like a girdle o'er the rolling
hillocks’ span,

Fleam Dyke, with all its busky cloak and sweet
wild flowers, ran,

And where the stately cohorts had passed with
martial swing,

The Roman road ran eastward still by Wandle-
bury ring:

But now, I thought, the harebells stood a curt-
seying on the edge,

And blackberries were ripening on the gently
rustling hedge.

And far beyond the Icknield Way, where dis-
tance lent its hue,

Melted away in deep blue sky the uplands

" tinged with blue, . . .

On barley fields and clover fields, T watched the
the sunlight fall, 3

And I, poor mortal that I am, was teeing up
my ball.

Wall, there is beauty in Yorkshire, ag
well as in Berkshire, and there are poets
in Halifax, so there seems no reason wh}y
we should not be represented in ** P.§ v, ¥
Vol. IV. At any rate, there is no harm
in having a shot. A stamped envelope—
ol sufficient size, be it noted—will ensure
the wanderer's safe return.

For the better encouragement of our
youngest bards, we will make one moce
selection from the volume before us, The
author of the following, called, ‘“The
Devil's Punch Bowl,”" had not reached
12§ years:—

See, the great grass-grown hollow, that slopes
deep down from the road,
See, the mid-marshy bottom, where of old the
broom-squires abode,
Bramble and broom and bracken, in a tawny
tangly oling.
(io deep, deep,
In a restless sleep,
In the awful Devil's thing.

Yet who would think of the Devil on a bright
and breezy day,
When the sun is bathing the Punch:bowl in
the sunlight born of May?
But when the storm-clouds lower, and an eerie
wind doth sing,
It's drear, drear,
And a thought to fear,—
The awful Devil's thing,

VS IFELIEREETHESEES

BEATUS ILLE, .. ..
293
A Variation on an Old Theme.

How happy he, who, scorning daily toil,
Can kick his heels, a sluggard all the day,
And in three heetic hours at dead of mght
Can earn the equal of a premier's pay!

'Tig ever thus: the mighty man of brain

Toils out his life for two-pounds-ten a weelk

Whilst small unlearned men can quickly
build

A fortune, though 'tis earned 'mid smoke
and reek.

There may he stand, like Mephistopheles,
Shrouded by smoke, stirring as best he can
With all too large a net the boiling toain,
And gaze into the bubbling, splashing pan

Two others near in white apparel stand—

The one white fish in golden batter dips,

The other fills the till with greasy coin,

And wraps the nightly doles of ‘ fish and
chiw.)'
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No. T Sunderland.
S

By Tatcho. "

Alins < Spud "5 entered
.. (Cricket colours 1021 ; Foot-
' 1021; Secretary to Cricket
" d Sports Committee, 1922-8; Pre-
gav mq-m- Captain of School House,
lh:[:;llbrr of ]h-lmt.i'ng ‘S.ucivl.yr ‘L;O'Ill-
itee 1022 ; Vice-Captain Crickot Toam,
; 2
1028
My
yietim,
Nets,
51‘\‘&‘1"1\-!
aequainta
found him

ympts to discover my
and the Oricket
but, aoting on
hints  that Mr. Sunderland’s
nees had given me, I eventually
amidst the rural surroundings
of a billiard table, where his prowess had
attracted an admiring crowd. I at once
drew him _asi explained the object
of my visit.

« You devote a greab deal of time to
pilliards, ™’ 1 enquired.

« From my infancy,” he replied, ‘it
has been my chief recreation. When fif-
tcen months old, I had an adaptable bil-
liard table and feeding bottle attached to
my cradle. When four and a half I
reached the final of the Coronation Road
Junior Billiards Championship, and was
deprived of a well-earned victory by ‘the re-
quisition of the table for a bread-board.
Since that time I have never looked back.

first two abte
viz., the Library
pru\'v(l fruitloss,

de, and

““ And what are your most remarkable
performances in other branches of sport?"’
I asked. * In my youth,”” he answered,
“ T was renowned for my fast bowling. On
the wild hill slopes of Almondbury I once
captured nine wickets in a single innings,
and on our own ground I on one- occasion
dismissed six Keighley batsmen for five
runs, a feat which was rendered still more
creditable by the natural ruggedness of the
wickets.”’

The records of these achievements, Wwe
must confess, struck us with the utmost
astonishment ; for they were entirely un-
known to us, and of late years we had ob-
served no signs of such prowess as DMr.
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Sunderland had detailed. We must have
botrayed our astonishment on our face, for
he hastenéd to explain.

*“ Next season the strength of my arm
had so prodigiously increased that all my
balls flew with amazing rapidity over the
batsmen’s head. Since that time, I have
therefore eschewed the noble art, out of
pity for my opponents; and it is only on
rare occasions that 1 consent to recall my
former skill.  Only a few weeks ago, for
example, I secured the dismissal of two
Bradford batsmen for the paltry total of
ten runs. Your readers will probably re-
colleat my 20 against ., the Secondary
School, when I had the misfortune to be run
out, and will have noted my remarkable
consistency this season, which so far has
only been spoiled by an 8.

« And football?” I ventured,

“ T need hardly remind you,"' he said,
““ that 1T om the right outside of a cele-
brated football team. My scores are 0o
many to enumerate, but T will remind ycu
particularly of my hat trick against Hud-
dersfield College last season.’’

“ Are you nofi also a devotee of litera-
ture? "’

“ Qertainly! T have already published
several volumes on a diversity of subjects.
One volume, for instance, contains my
unique Police Court experiences; In an-
other I have dealt exhaustively with the
Art of Punning, I am at present en-
gaged on a collection of Reminiscences of
the Stage, which, I can assure you have
been both interesting and varied."

““ You are a musician too, I believe? ™

“ T am amphibious,’® Mr. Sunderland
modestly stated, ‘ being; an expert per-
former both on the piano and the violin. [
have been a member of several well-known
local orchestras, and in that capacity have
probably given many of your readers im-
mense pleasure.”’

«“ Ope more question,’’ T said. * When
do you intend fo leave the hallowed pre-
cincts of this School? ™

«“ T have definitely decided to leave at
Midsummer,’ ' he replied. y

Moved by this sad intelligence, we lefe
Mr. Sunderland to complete his break, ard
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went on our homeward way sorrowfully.
But our spirits soon rose, for we met one
of Mr. Sunderland’s closer acquaintances,
who informed us that it is one of My, Sun-
derland’s eccentricitios — the eccentrici-
ties of gonius, no doubt—to aver that
he is leaving, He has been leayv-
g consistently and continually for the
last two years. We therefore hope and
belieye that next year will see Mr. Sun-
derland parading the corridors of the
School in all his pristine glory, fulfilling
his duties with all the conseientiousness
with which he has fulfilled them in Lthe
past, and we therefore wish him, in all tho
sincerity of oxpectation, an oxtended aud
glorious career.

PEFILLHPSH IO PR HPPOHD
OLD HEATHENS' ASSOCIATION.

a8

It secoms desirnble to remind Heathens,
past and present, and particularly those
lcav ng Sehoal this term, of the existence
of the Old Heathens' Association.

The annual subscription is at present 5s.,
which is, of course, an absurdly low sum,
espesially when it is remembered that more
then half of it goes to supplying members
with the School Magazine regularly, und
post free.  The veason for the lowness of
the subscription is that, owing to the small
membership, it has been found difficult to
carry on the many ond various activities
which have in the puast made the Associu-
tion such a valuable asset both to its own
members and to the School. There wus
a time, for instance, so we understand,
when the O. H. Association could put use
ful Cricket and Football Teams into the
field, and wused to obtain good fixtures
throughout. the respective seasons. There
seems no reason why this should be only a
memory, but it is likely to remain so as
long as new members are so shy of making
their presence felt.

The Secretary, Mr. A. B. Ollerenshayw,
Rederoft, Halifax, will be glad to hear from
any prospective members, and to give any
further information regarding the present
pesition and possible future development of
the Association.

CITTEBFBPLILOLEEILLES
*

THE BATTLE OF THE CRUMPETS,
®00

The scenc is Well Head Fields, o strotoh
rugg(ml Nature, deflled by allotments and "'i‘ll.le'll::
and sometimes by a ecombination 5f the twa
Enter three ITeathens with downoast looky ond
roughoast features. Thae First Ileathen Eives
vont to several sighs and u soliloquy.)

First Heathen:—
Come, live with me, Sorrow,

Txams start to-morrow ;

Heigh, willow waly, Sorrow is mel|
Tor with football and what-not,

It comes that I swot not—

0, I will rest mo under yon trea,
There, 'neath the green bough
No longer I'm séen now;

Heigh willow waly, I'll lull me to

sleep.
Sing heigh to all schoolishness!
Hol to such foolishnoess!
Oh, rest from exams in somnolence

deep.

(The Heathens retire to the tree and to sleep.)

(BEnter o chorus of Muflineers, carrying three
erates londed with decayed crumpets.

Ch
?\rﬁﬁhe way from Northgate End,

With our crumpets we must wend:
Crumpets in senile desay—

Three months old, if they're a day;
Till we find some spot secluded
Where our crates can be denuded ;
Crumpets, crumpets all the way!
That's the motto of the day.

Take your gas-masks, hold your noses,
Here are not the smells of roses,
That is the one word we say:
Crumpets, crumpets all the way!

(The Leader of the Chorus speaks.)

Leaderi—

This is the field with daisies pied
Which I with naked eye espied:
Come, Muffineers,
Three hearty cheers!—
No fortune can us foil:
We'll take our load and dump it.
With every blessed crumpet,
On this most fertile soil.

(The crumpets are dumped on the verdure.)

At last it's done!
We'd better run.
Lest someone should us see:
We fear no foe,
With a yo heave ho!
For Muflincers be we!
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gxeunt M uffineers.)

« is unhroken v‘umll the entrance

(The gilent ‘g of Secondary School age, wearing

( vhrea dsTaet “with "an " imalgatfcaat badgs
o blue 7

sl":klﬂ llu"""n"
4

u."]gnsl"‘

li maids from School aro we,
'l‘llr“"‘

0 .l to Form 4 b:

']u'_-.‘l -ll.l-l little maids extremely vocal,
1111‘1:;1i‘1'g to pass the Oxfnrd {;ocnl,

Three little maids from School.

v the High School we are free,

2] 2 «tly learning botanee;

J"Irt;'.;::-.:v little maids, all shyness feigning,

little maids, glad eyes disdaining,

Three a 3
, little maids from School!

idens catoh sight of the Ifeathens,
; {T'I;t“ n;.:::-\f:lnw-lmh‘n air, and peroeive the
eniff the The Leoader of the Maidens addresses

rumpets.
:'hc Heathens.)

tele
moltc

r['-h.l.et

Leader:i—
1 ln‘il hee,
tree,
What is

SO0,

Pray. let your dreams forsake you,
I don't like to awake you,
But that they have an odour, you surely
will agree!

pretty kidlets, underneath yon

{his heap of crumpets that I

(The Heathens, aroused from sleep, stare fero-
ciously at their disturbers.)

Heathens:—

When we go out of doors,

We're victimised by bores,
And while we are basking,
They cannot help asking

Of questions all their stores.
Oh, maidens, most provoking,
Why are you always poking

Your noses into business not your own?
We don't like to offend you,
But we'd like to take and send you

To a Borstal institution till you're

grown !

(The Maidens are offended.)

Maidens:—

O, Heathens, most unpleasant,

We have never till the present
Heard such insults as you rudely use

to-day ;

With our kid-glove-covered flippers
~ And our patent leather slippers
lOIUI"ta’g'gressive words are really not “‘au

ait.

Heathens i —
O Inso'voncel O Inrolence!l
This cheek can not be stood.

0O Zounds and Gall!

Come, Heathens all,
Avenge this deed in blood!
Seize up, seize up these crumpets,
Whose perfume fills the day,

And each one hurl

At ev'ry girl,

Until they fade away!

.

(The Maidens, hombarded with erumpets, flee
in aflright. The Heathens are left triumphant;
but the sound of a school-bell restores Ltheir
former despair. They prepare (Lo leave the
scene of action,)

Heathons i —
Ding-dong, ding-dong, ding-dong,
Ding-dong, ding-dong Bell.
That sound befits
My saddened wits,

And suits our humour well:
Kach schoolboy swears
Whene'er he hears

That sound of omen fell:

Ding-dong, ding-dong, ding-dong,

Ding-dong, ding-dong Bell.

(Exeunt Heathens.)
—Richard de Burgh.

EPEFEPESEBTRERELECTS

CAMBRIDGE LETTER.
P

Magdalene College, _
Cambridge.

The Editor, ‘“ The New Heathen ™
Sir,— ‘

Forgive my lack of grace if I say that
it is with some relief that I survey that
initial *‘ Sir "—it is I believe, the last time
I shall write it, to you at least. Next
term Brookes will be able to tax his stal-
wart thews with a burden which T feel too
heavy for myself.

A hectic term, with a corresponding
¢limax in “ Mays ~'—i.c¢., the annual Inter-
Collegiate exam.—has left me with little
energy t6 describe the brighter doings of
the past seven weeks.  As a matter of
fact, all the brightness was reserved for
the last week, when the usunl May Week
fostivities were augmented by the only
big rag of the term—a Pram Race, portions

L]
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of which were considered worthy of the
einema, and have probably been witnessed
by some of your readers.  Originality was
not wanting, and the ** baby,"" who drank
ite milk and chuckled awhiles over a cers
tain rather risgue journal with turf con
nections, aroused some laughter and a good
many pence for St. Dunstan's.  But the
beer bottle was as frequent, ns it was the
abvious supplanter of the ** feeder, ™ whilo
portions of the babies' apparel were remis
miniscent of the days of Toot-an-kum-in.

The Union created n record for itsell ¢
week ago by inviting threo M.P.'s to the
game debate, namely Mr, Lansbury, Sir
W. Joynson-Hicks, and Mr. Pringle. Theo
house was crowded, and thero was some
oxcitement when Mr. Pringle was called 1o
order for interrupling, and Sir William
* barracked ' for a rather {oo personal
atta 'k on Mr, Lansbury—a striking testi:
meny of the latter's influence, seeing that
sevonty per cent. of the members presant
were rabid Conservatives. Sir William was
not very impressive in his doefence of tha
present Government, and ** facit in dig-
natio worsum '’ (with apologies to the
* Granta'’).

The May Races were distinguished by
Pembroke going ahead, Emmanuel IT.
sinking with its frenzied cox. scrambling
along the keel, ard Magdalene only going
down two places instead of the usual four.
Another feather in cur cap is that four of
the five female parts in the * Footlights ™
production this year—** Holly “—are taken
by Magdalene men. In fact, one of them
goes so far as to dance a ballet—(that is,
if one person c¢an dance a ballet!  You
know what T mean—the kind of thing you
gseen in Grand Theatre pantomimes, sup-
posed to represent the “ Dying Swan,”
ete.). So the stage makes up the adverse
balance of the river, so far as Magdalene is
concerned.

And now, Sir, haying sufficiently demon-
strated my incapacity to interest your read-
ers, may I bid you a fond, but hasty, fare-
well. :

With best wishes, etc.,

Yours truly,

R. Thomauas.
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OXFORD LETTER, ’

s

Queen's College,
Oxford, June 150, 1028,

The Rditor, ‘' The Now Heathen. "'

Dear Sir,—

It is a not unusual thing for a "Varsit
lotter to be profusely interspersed Wit
classical quotations. I do not propose to
rotalinte by telling you this term's news in
u sories of chemical equations. If I were
to do so, however, the most frequently ro.
curring symbol would be the formula fer
water, for in spite—or because—of the
number of Americans wo are reputed Lo
have acquired, Oxford has not by any means

gone dry this summer,

Perm opened with ten days of. glorious
weather, which gave us an admirable op-
portunity of introducing ourselves to the
delights of the river and of the field. What
{ime was nol spent in punt or canoe was
more strenuously filled with tennis or
cricket.  Of us all, Jacobs has bowed most
deeply before the river god, for he was not
cotisfied that he had been fully initiat>l
into the cult until he had performed the
ritual of complete immersion.

After we had prepared ourselves for a
stoadily increasing heat wave, a number of
meteorological depressions and waves of
low pressure from the Atlantic or Iceland
decided to visit Oxford and stay over Eights
Week. The last of them has not yet left
us. Nevertheless, Bights Week was a
splendid success under the circumstances.
T don’t think that on any night the races
were actually rowed in the rain, and on at
least two occasions the sun shone. Then
the river brought forth all its marvellous
array of craft, and presented a gay scene
that the journalist could only deseribe as
kaleidoscopic. Only a fashion expert coull
do justice to the appearance of the barges.

Queen's has every reason to be satisfied
with the result of the races.  Our first boat
went up two places, and our second five.
Hertford also astounded itself by making
five bumps, and so earned a bump supper.
1 have not heard that Jacobs distinguishel
himself on that occasion. Each of the two
Worcester boats went up three places, 1 ot
over the performance of St. Edmund &
Hall T will draw a discereet veil.
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only boen visible on very
Lare 00CRSIONS, prvpru‘ripg }\i}na@l[ for th2
ordeal of Greats, I'his finished two days
Ago, and to celebrate the uw_;'n‘i. l}" yontord-n,s'
invied the rest of tho old H.G.S. frqturm_ly
to play Fives at Worcoster.  We wish him
ovory SUCCOSS,

Coghlin has proved himself o valuablo
assot to ‘Teddy’ Hall, and has been given
a prominent place in their cricket eleven.

Dilworth has

[n between taking the waters of this
health resort, Jacobs successfully plays the
hypochondriae, He also occasionally takes
me out into the country. I understand
that Riley is ‘‘at home "' in the Dyson
Perring Laboratory on alternate wet days

Although we should not be Englishinen
ii we did not ** grouse "' at the weather,
and our climate could not be Hnglish if it
did not give us reason for so doing, yet wo
have passed a most enjoyable term. Moro-
over, we have, I suppose, contrived to re-
member sometimes that Oxford is a seal
of learning.

Out of consideration for our friend
Thomas, I purposcly avoid reference to the
‘Varsity Boat Race. It is not-desirable to
make capital out of an inevitable result.

Now, sir, if I have not exhausted your
patience, I have my time. Without fur-
ther ado, therefore, I will wish the School
and yourself every success, and subscribe
myself,

Yours very sincerely,
J. Herbert Spencer.

DRV HITEIVSETOTSTER®

BRIGHTER EXAMINATIONS.
e

For a long time I have felt that there is
something lacking in the manner in which
examination papers are set forth. One
observes in the ordinary paper no regard
for the feelings of the examinee, and a per-
son of great sensitiveness could quite pos-
sibly be put off by the bald manner in
which they are couched. One would
imagine that the examiner was a little tin
god, issuing peremptory orders to a
cringing slave.  Why should not an air
of chatty politeness be introduced into
papers?  This would establish much more
cordial feelings between examiners and
their victims.  Let us take an instance.

This is the style of the ordinary paper:-—

History.
Mime allowed — 8 hours,

1.—What are the chief battles of the
Wars of the Roses?  Give dates,

2.—Account for Henry VIIIL. s treatment
of his wives. Do you think he was a
misogynist ?

8.—Write down your ideas on Richard
II."s character.

4.—Draw a map of Burope to indicate
the battles of the war of Spanish Succes-
sion,

5.-—~Who singed
beard ?

the King of Spain’'s

Now this is how the thing should really
be done:—

What about some History?

(We humbly suggest this paper
should take three hours. We are aw-
fully sorry to inconvenience those who
should wish for more, but there really
must be some time-limit.  However,
let us begin.)

1.—We should be very pleased if you
could give a list of the battles of the Wars
of the Roses. Wae should be delighted to
have a few dates given, if it isn't too much
trouble.

2.—We wonder whether you could tell
us why Henry VIII. killed his wvarious
wives. If you like you can also tell us
whether you think he was a misogynist or
no.

3.—By the way, Richard the Second 1s
a good subject for a question. How abou®
telling us something about his character
that is, if you don’t mind?

4 —If you have a pencil handy, you
might just draw a map of Europe—some-
thing very small and sketchy, you know,
nothing elaborate,—showing where the
Spanish Succession battles were fought.
Always provided you don't mind, of course.

5.—Do you think you could be so good
as to tell us who singed the King of
Spain's beard, besides his barber? Thanks
awfully if you can.
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Anent my wo free:
How Strickland won the Sixes
In Nineteen Mw‘ﬂmn[

Now Strickland's brow was glac
And Strickland's » | WOs &
“ Pofore thay win the medals,
The other side must p&gs 8
Come, Richards, Tipple, Doodsor
Bxert your manly power
And when we leave wo sb

Those m
Braw Richards
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10 THE OLD PIANO
wor

Thun reliv of the Gniueasurable past,
Farowall! Par ek in thne thy reeord

CLETR T
Fashioned wast thou lokg sinee, what tie
all Gaul
Divided was in thivee cosgual parts.

The years passed o, but thou didst still
relain,
Bowed down and marvied by aeons num-
Dorloss |
No hand of tuner spoilt thy wondrous tone,
Untonded didst thou lapse to quietnoss.

Still could the akilful plek out half a tune,

No more-<when thou didst leave us—-
hall! one score

And six of notes that orstwhile sweotly

spake,

Are wrapped in dust and silonce over-
mare, welirb.
PPRSEE SCrMNeTET LTI ®
COLOURS,
aee
The :unrl brown pools of rocky mountain

s,
The peaceful smile of the grass-green
sleeping fields, *

The distant purple of the sun-light hills,
Tree-clad, the crimson every rosebud
yields.

The yellow gorze, the iad-changing hues
Of ocean, golden sands outspread ;

The woods that autumn stealthily imbues
W::ll leaves decaying, yellow, brown, and

The bel:imz of moonlight bathing all the
wold,
In liquid eilver, tremulous; the pall
Of grey twilight, descending fold on fold,
The infinite blue of the -cloud-flecked
heaven; all
The rainbow hues with which the earth is
bright,
Are but the dreams of Beauty's radiant
white. —Erb.

S LLELEBHODOERDOGE

VR ‘.'_‘ﬂ.ri

THE PARTING.
s s
~_ Hhe bad gome . \ L
watvhed her slowly elimb d-ra Eﬁ

thoughts went back to a day two yuﬁ'
—:I.I:EV Jang ago it all secme f—when

hoad first seen hor. There had been ne

blrsnk in their compnnionship, but now s o

had gone, leaving behind her only the favwi N
that subtle perfume she ]

| [ always
:’I(n::(‘llr .U. . He passed on sadly, wal
fust mnid the descending shadows

roy November twilight. .

glufw with no consolation. Hut /
whaot was this?—ah, yes, he hud forgotten.
1o pulled from his pocket o erui led
dirty pleco of paper, and fondled it as #
procious possession. . . . It was a ften

shilling note. . . . . He had wold Bﬁw

FPOOSFPOID PR POIBEIDD _
THE H.G.8.D.8, BI-ANNUAL SOIREE,

[ 22 o

This all too infrequent funetion !z
place n few duys prior to Easter, in &
Muasters’ Common Room. This bhad earlier
boen the scene of frantic preparation——
mainly the fixing of a docile curtain, in
which task much blood had been od,
three cut fingers, and an abrazed nose——

however, we disclose too : 4

After the guests had been cordially re- o
ceived by their predecessors, a rather novel ™
whist drive was prom This form of
amusement lasted till the ** great moise ™
of the evening—supper! An elaborate
menu had been prepared, direct from the
cuisine of a prominent Halifax chef. One
thing, remarkable and unusual, was
noticed in that certain guests voiced a pre-
ference for aqua pura rather than for cafe
au lait, or eau aeree, There then followed
the usual entertainment, spiced with the
plaudits of the audience—in one case spee-
tators—and the popping of champagne
(brand, ginger ale) corks! Messrs. E. R
Brookes and A. Sunderland had been ve-
tained as entertainers, but the picce of
the evening was undoubtedly the new Con-
tinental drama—

‘‘ The Tragedy of the Fuithless m..

(A play without words in one act. )

Recently translated from  the or
. Ihlimo ; ‘.-'. G

Wby

k',

»4 R e o
L 7 SR ¢
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Certainly tho scenery Was unexampled in
s ﬁ"“i,lil-it}v,-whlv.h sameo remark applies
to the costumes and stage effects.

The company was then regaled with a
Jramatic charade. This is reported to
have been an impromptu turn, but—never-
tholess—it went with a swing.

Hereabouts were intergpersed a
. Welshman's London Visit,”" by Mr.
Watling ; songs bf( Mr, Comfort; recitation
by Mr. J. G. Coghlin and anecdotes by Mr.
H. . Jacobs. Finally, Mr. T, IR. Brookes
in conjunction with six sub-assistants, gave
& presentation of the blood-curdling, spine-
freozing play, well-known as—

‘The Ghost of Jerry Bundler. "'

This had been oxcoptionally well re-
hearsed. Mr. . C. Strickland handled
his difficult role with the case of a profes-
cional—his “death’’ was a triumph of
spiritual suggestion; while Mr. 5. handled
the lethal weapon with the caln facility of
the expert. The other members of the
cast were Mossrs. J.B.C.; T.W.C.; C.W.;
J B.R.: and Mr. E.R.B., as the inimitable
“George.”’ A fine production.

The company sang ‘ Auld Lang Syne'
with gusto, and appeared to have enjoyed
the entertainment, which had been carried
through without a hitch.

SSESTSTLOBESTIEDOTED
IN UNEXPLORED LANDS.
22

-

The schooner Shamrock, bound for Val-
paraiso, was caught in a raging storm.
Monstrous waves leapt over the bulwarks,
leaving pools of foamy water on the deck.
Several passengers were in the throes of
cea-sickness, and the skipper and his
dauntless crew were somewhat disturbad
by their groans, which at various times
were heard above the din of the waves. The
fury of the waves incressed; the ship was
ruched on at a whirlwind pace, and finally
crashed on a small island!

When the c¢rew regained consciousness,
the morning had dawned, but there were
no signs of the ship. There was nothing
saved from the wre~k, and under the
guidance of the skipper, they decided to
trek inland in search of food and water.
They had journeyed for about half-an-

hour when thoy heard! a rustling sound
among the bushes, and, turning rouil,
perceived a huge man.  The newcomer
was o veritable giant, nine or ten feet high.
His flesh was very fair and white, and on it
were pricked in blue, figures of men and
horses, snakes, and sea-beasts.  The skin
of a huge jaguar was buckled above his
ghoulder with a golden clasp.  His eyes
were blue, fierce and shining, and in his
hand he held a weapon, the trunk of a
young tree, in which was hafted a mighty
axe-head of rough, unpolished stone.

He advanced with a low growl, but the
skipper drew his revolver, and shot him
between the eyes, and ho fell to the grouud.
A band of his companions then emergel
from the bushes and overwhelmed the litsie
party and bound them. The strange
men earried the sailors to their encampment
and brought them before their chief, &
luge, bearded man with a great club. When
he heard of the death of one of his men,
he sentenced the strangers to be sacrificed
ta the *‘great beast which lives for ever,’’
und they were taken, under an armed
guard, to a small island in the midst of
p marshy lagoon.  Their bonds were strusk
oft, and the guard rowed back.

There hung a dark, steaming mist around
the edge of the water, and there arose
from the swamp, a curious, dank, musky
odour, a scent of bygone ages.  The skip-
per felt for his revolver, and found, with 1
sigh of relief that it was still there. He
was startled by a long, haunting, sobbiozx
wail rising in the clammy air.  This was
repeated, and then there was a great swirl-
ing of the water, and a long neck, sur-
mounted by a lizard-like head, rose to view.

The captain could not regard the sinister,
green eyes without a feeling of fascination,
but he pulled himself together, drew his
revolver, and fired three shots in quick suc-
ce=sion at the monster's head. He ‘wound-
ed the plesiosaurus, for such the animal was,
and it was also startled at the sight of
these strange beings. so it dived back into
the water and swam away. The strange
tribe then thought the white men were gods
and bowed down before them., and rowel
back to land.

The chief thought
come upon this tribe

that ill-luek wonlkld
if he allowed the

—
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white gods to go away, so although no ro-
strigtions were put upon the white men.
they were closely watehed, so that they
could not escape, One day, however, sormo
ol the tribe came in with somo wretehod
Indians they had captured. These wore
burned' alive in wicker cages, and to ede
brate tho event lurge quantities of heer
were drunk, and much mammoth flesh wos
onten, and Vary soon mapy ware illnupnhlr!
of action, ;

Tho man who was on guard dozod off,
after consuming large quantities of he
beer, and the captain and his mon escap: d
mto the forest and then to the coast, where
they found two eanoes, which they boarded
and set sail.  They managed to paldls
near the trade routes, and were picked up
by a passing steamer, They all’ pxrived
home safely, and told their wonderful tale
to eivilisation. —R.B.

SEDIVRETVETHLPPRIVES

CRICKET REVIEW,
23S

The First Bleven may be said to have
made a good start this season, for at the
time of writing, out of six matches played,
only one has been lost. Meanwhile, the
second eleven has played three, of which
one has been won, one lost, and one

drawn,

One notes witl) satisfaction that the
team has not to depend this year on its
bowling alone, as wns largely the case last
year. The batting has greatly improved.
and when one considers that the first two or
three matches had been played before many
members of the team had any opportunity
to bat at the nets or in practice games, ane
can look forward to a greater improvement
still. The team is ably led by E. R
Brookes, who calls upon his variety of
bowlers with remarkable foresight, and
proves a very conscientious captain indeed:

One does not like to individualise, bat
the root of the success of the team un-
doubtedly lies in the two opening batsmen,
Gledhill and Radeliffe, who have put up
some very large scores, and the former of
whom also takes a large share in the bowl-
ing. Another pleasing feature 1§ the pro-
mise the three new-comers have shown.
Coghlin (J. E.) 18 sound, and, what i:f mone,
consistent, with the bat. Shoesmith can

hit hard, and is just the man to pull nis
wide out of o scrape, whilst Parker, both in
batting and bowling; especially in  the
latter, gives promise of developing into a
first-class all-rounder, '

Tha fielding, nlso, of the team as a whole,
hos considerably im[vawI, and one can
gludly say that bardly any catehes have
heen missad,

There is, however, one point which is
causing much dissatisfaction and troubls,
namely, the condition of the ground, Al
though the pavilion has undergone rencva-
tion, and the water is now on again, the
state of the piteh itself is deplorable. Only
five matches hive been played on it, and yep
it has cut up terribly, and in places there
are great holes; butp this is probably due to
the fact that certain boys during the Whit-
suntide holidays, have played on it in
boots. We are doing our best to impcove
it, but until some fine weather comes 10
harden the ground, we cannot look for good
results.  Fortunately ,however, only cne
match has been eancelled, " that with
Keighley, and we are hoping to be able to
play the rest of our programing, which, hy
the way, is absolutely full, many would-ba
opponents having been rejected, unda-
better conditions.

Our best thanks are due to Mr. Garrett
for his help on all oecasions; Mr. Watling
and Mr. Phoenix for umpiring, and T. W
Coghlin for his scoring.

Below will be found a short account of
each match,

Halifax Secondary School.

Home. April 28th.

We opened the season with the local
Derby, and once more were triumphant.
Heath, on batting first, obtained 63. to
which Gledhill (20) and Shoesmith (15)
were the main contributors.  The Seecon-
dary were dismissed for 35, largely due to
Butler's bowling, the analysis of which was
© wickets for 5 runs —Won.

Halifax New School.
Home. May 2nd

This match resulted in Heath's poorest
display of the On batting first,

g
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FIVES,

o8

We have played an unusually large num-
ber of matches this year, Our record is—
* Played 7 — Won 2 — Lost 4 — Drawn 1.

This, it must not be forgotten, includes
two matches each with Mirfield College of
Resurrection and Leeds University, teams
naturally far stronger than Heath. The
team hag been :—

1st Paic.—Radeliffe nnd Brookes,
2nd Pair, Whiteley and Butler.
Reserve, Gledhill,

The Masters.—For the first time in his-
tory,the Mastors were able to raise a team
which consisted of Messars Byrde and
Jacobs, Seaton and Browning. They were,
however, unsuccessful, and lost by 6 games
to 2.

Leeds University (h.)—I.eads fialded thoir
first team, and gained n convincing vietory
by 8 games to 1.

Mirfield College of Resurrection (a).—
Heath first pair was beaten by the home
first pair, but the second pair gained a well
deserved victory over the opposing second
sete and games being cqual, Mirfield
emerged vietorious by 10 points.

The Masters.—The place of Mr. Byrde,
who was unfortunately ill, was taken by J.
H. Spencer, last year's fives captain. The
courts resembled skating rinks, and the
Masters being somewhat inferior in the
noble art, lost by 8 games to 0.

The Old Boys.—A strong Old Boys' team
outplayed Heath by 8 games to 1.

Leeds (a).—The buttressed court proved
a disconcerting novelty. In spite of
natural disinclination to bruise one’s kneos
and one’s dignity by crouching under the
bar, Heath approached within 3 points of
their rivals, who had fielded a second team.

Mirfleld (h.).—This game was remarkabla
for the fact that each side scored exactly the
same number of sets, games, and points.

PPEOPDOVBBOLSIRITRES
H.G.S. SIXES COMPETITION,

D

After the first round had been drawn, it
was found that <ertain captains had left,
and therefore the round had to be re-drawn
Strickland and Radcliffe obtaining byes.

e ol e e s e

In tho second round Radeliffe defonted
Walker by one of his non-stop touch-lip
kicks,  Strickland defeated Smith's gix,

In the third round Strickland obtained
bye, and in the fourth round his six played
Radeliffe. After three re-plays, then a rest,
then another re-play, Gomersall scored, [n
the meantime Gledhill had yielded to Eland-

ley.
On Wednesday, the day of the final,
Handley bad to play Butler.  Butler was

defented, and the final was played between
Handley and Strickland. — After a re-play

Strickland won, 2—0, —F.C.S.
PIOESEDBIBBIGEEREEDS
SCOUT NOTES.
2@ v

With the approach of summer, we had
hoped that much outdoor work might be
done, but we have been doomed to dis-
appointment, and very little has taken
place in the outdoor world worthy of com-
ment,  The result has been somewhat dis-
appointing, and shadows have crept in over
our little Company, which have no place
under the Seout Law. The troop has per-
haps grown too big to be easily managed,
hut the fact remains that we must pull up
pur socks, and try to regain that brilliant
polish which marked our first efforts.

The Troop has done several good turns
—from carting wood about and mending
floors, to helping at the Naval Exhibition
in the Drill Hall. Moreover, it turned
out very smartly for the Infirmary proces-
gion, and our Cubs provided a certain
amount of merriment en route.

We are working for the Progress Shield,
and we think that it perhaps may yet adorn
the School Hall—by the time this is in
print the die will have been cast, and either
it will, or will not, be ours for a year.

We have annexed a small corner of the
Cricket Field for the purpose of holding
weck-end camps. We hope the cricket
teams are duly grateful for making boun-
dary hits in that direction easier.

Of course, the topic of the day is our
French trip. We are due to start on the
day after breaking up, and shall return
some ten or twelve days later. Whether or
no it is a success depends upon tWo
things—first, upon the people who take

.
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